
48 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference  
Albany County, New York 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Standing Committee on Medicaid and 
Human Services 

 
Kira Pospesel (Greene County) – Chair 

Robert Franklin (Monroe County) – Vice Chair  
  



52 
 

2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference    
Standing Committee on Medicaid and Human Services 
Resolution #2 
 

Resolution Urging the Governor and Legislature to Maintain Our Mutual 
Goals of Not Shifting New Costs to Counties, While Maintaining Reasonable 

Local Flexibility over Administrative Functions, as the State Realigns 
Medicaid Administrative Functions and Human Services Programs  

 
WHEREAS, the State Department of Health continues its multi-year effort to take over 
the administrative responsibilities of the Medicaid program from county government as 
a way to provide improved consistency in the administration of Medicaid and to reduce 
administrative burdens for counties and New York City; and 
 
WHEREAS, counties support efforts to streamline government operations in ways that 
can improve the delivery of services and responsiveness to recipients’ needs, while not 
shifting new costs to county taxpayers; and 
 
WHEREAS, the state has enacted a cap in reimbursement to counties and New York 
City related to Medicaid administrative claiming, and for many counties this cap 
continues to be in place prior to the actual state takeover of a significant portion of local 
Medicaid administrative functions; and 
 
WHEREAS, local departments of social services (DSS) continue to be required to take 
on additional administrative responsibilities; and 
 
WHEREAS, policies have evolved such that the local DSS role is shrinking in terms of 
eligibility determinations, but simultaneously increasing in terms of home care 
assessments and responsibilities; and  
 
WHEREAS, capped reimbursement with minimal relief from administering the State’s 
Medicaid program creates significant fiscal and liability concerns for counties and is 
counterproductive in the current property tax cap environment; and 
 
WHEREAS, counties also struggle with administering all other human services 
programs mandated by the state especially since State financial support for local social 
service district administrative costs was essentially eliminated several years ago to help 
balance state budget shortfalls. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that until the state Medicaid 
administrative takeover is complete we urge the Governor and Legislature to hold 
county property taxpayers harmless by maintaining the state funding level of the current 
Medicaid administration cap, continuing to prioritize state resources within the Office of 
Health Insurance Programs to facilitate the transition and preventing any shifting of 
costs if the state falls short in its attempt to takeover local Medicaid administrative 
functions; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the State should not reduce counties’ Medicaid 
administrative funding caps without a verifiable and commensurate reduction in local 
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administrative responsibilities to avoid cost shifts; and no district shall be required to 
perform Medicaid functions unless performance of those functions is cost and liability 
neutral to the district; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Department of Health should continue to provide 
specific time frames to counties and New York City to ease the transition of personnel 
currently associated with the Medicaid program on the local level; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the State should abstain from enacting new caseload 
staffing requirements and administrative edicts on local social service districts until 
such time that they fully fund these initiatives; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, copies of this resolution be sent to the counties of 
New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, copies of this resolution be forwarded to the 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, the State Department of 
Health and all others deemed necessary and proper.  


